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North Central Missions wishes you, your family and
your church a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Discover How to Navigate Church Finances!
The Georgia Baptist Foundation will host the 2022 Financial
Compliance & Giving Seminars designed to help your church
navigate often tedious and complicated financial matters.
The four seminar topics will provide actionable information to
help you and your church make sound financial decisions.

Seminar Topics





Planning financial compensation for ministers
Federal and state reporting requirements for churches
Fraud and Internal Controls
Financial Health and Metrics

February 2, 2022 - Canton First Baptist
Register at https://gbfoundation.org/seminars/
2

When Idiocy is the New Norm
“Now to Him who is able
to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery
kept secret since the
world began but now
made manifest, and by
the prophetic Scriptures
made known to all
nations, according to
the commandment of
the everlasting God, for
obedience to the faith”
Romans 16:25-26
I have been giving people some
sound advice to help them overcome depression, despair, and
fatigue in this last year. Stop doing
these two things: (1) Stop watching
the News, and (2) Stop looking at
your bathroom scales!

people of God, must respond differently. Seminaries did not prepare us
for this kind of world. We can’t just
resume our former practices and
models of church life expecting to
penetrate this culture. The transformation must begin with our personal
walk. The passage above illustrates
the consistency and dependability
on the gospel and the “prophetic
Scriptures.” Our lives must be more
faith-based, biblically-minded, genuinely proactive evangelistically in a
way that reveals the living God we
truly believe in, trust in, and obey
out of a dynamic love relationship.
This personal spiritual renewal must
also change the way we (1) experience corporate worship, (2) interact
with fellow believers, and
(3) engage the lost culture. If we
don’t, this trend of less than 38%
returning to “in-gathering” church
attendance is only going to keep
going in that direction.

simply do NOT see any difference.
Why? Because there’s not one in
many cases!
I emphasized earlier three changes
that must take place post -“idiotic
normal.” The first is our experience
in corporate worship. For most of
our churches, worship is a spectator
sport. The masses sit on the
“sidelines” while the “A-team”
provides, music, entertainment, and
a message. We usually limit the
limelight to the most talented, the
most gifted in both oration and
music. Everyone else simply must
sit in abject silence, or wave their
hands and sing, shout a hearty,
“Amen!” at appropriate times, but for
the most part, they give their tithe
(or tip) and remain a spectator. This
is NOT worship. Worship is life
changing. Worship costs us. Every
time.

Here is the problem. We have
First things first. The approximately taught seminars, classes, and set
norms for our churches to paint the
38% fewer attendees now (verses
This past year has not been the “get 2019 figures) across all denomina- picture of both “genuine worship,”
back to normal” year that we all
tional lines is not all bad news. To a and “the church experience,” as a
performance based show. The
thought it would be. If anything, the certain degree, the “culling” of
needle was pushed even further
church attenders that have no depth gathering of “God’s people” should
away. In some cases much further. in commitment to the commands of include the interaction of God’s
people with each other in meaningWe still have idiotic decisions being our Lord nor the local body of
ful, honest dialogue and the use of
made by our so-called “elected”
believers is actually a good thing.
their individual gifts. Those of us
leaders, national defense has
The western church has carried a
called leaders should set the table
become something of a nightmare, terrific load of “dead wood” for far
for such growth and opportunity,
so-called “Doctors” of medicine in
too many generations, creating a
and when necessary provide biblihigh positions are rewriting
false witness of “pseudocally sound correction when some“science” to fit their political persua- Christianity” at best, poisoning the
sion while defying true, tested
body at large by these weak exam- one gets outside the boundaries of
biblically proven doctrine. It should
science, and most depressingly,
ples rising to leadership positions,
be a home gathering of family memthe church in America has failed to influencing less doctrinally sound,
bers instead of a Broadway show or
respond to a nation crying out for
younger believers with an artificial
something real and transformative. form of “Christianity.” This scenario a glorified rock concert. We can only
blame ourselves for this misinterpreQuite frankly, our current model of
does not reveal a living, lifetation. However, we can’t “keep on
church is not conducive to the
changing God! When we have an
culture that has now transformed
abundance of members that demon- keepin’ on!” We MUST change our
gatherings! These must include the
the landscape.
strate no real commitment to the
claims and principles that Scripture body at large in genuine interaction.
If the year of shutdowns, social
teaches, it is confusing to a lost
distancing, multiple mandates, and
world that is looking intently at us.
raging economic woes has taught
No wonder it has been so difficult to Continued on Page 5
us anything, it is that we, as the
reach the lost in our nation. They
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https://gabaptist.org/events/move-2021/

Church/Pastor Update
South Cherokee Baptist Church has called Joe Lumpkin as their Senior
Pastor effective December 12, 2021. Joe has been serving as Interim
Pastor for several months.
North Central Missions and the Etowah Baptist Association welcome Joe and
June as they minister to this congregation and community.
Sar Shalom Messianic Fellowship has joined the International Association
of Messianic Congregations and Synagogues effective January 1, 2022.
We thank this congregation and Rabbi Daniel Robitshek for their time as a
member of the Etowah Baptist Association and pray the utmost blessings on
them as they continue to minister to their community and the world in spreading
the message of Jesus Christ.
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since no common ground can ever
be established. To this degree, they
(continued from page 3)
are no different that someone from a
The second change is how we inter- false religion. You would deal with
act with each other, especially
them as you would an evolutionist,
those we disagree with. In all of
Muslim, Hindu, or Universalist. They
Christian history, there have always simply do not have a rational,
been several different perspectives historic, and authoritative argument
on many topics. The miracle of the
for true faith. They need to see the
incredible accuracy and corrobora- light of salvation through faith in
tion in the 66 books of our Bible
Jesus Christ.
from so many different human
With our true family of believers, we
authors, from differing eras and
backgrounds can only be explained must learn how to strike a balance –
(1) of holding each other accountaby the Supernatural hand of God,
ble to these truths, and (2) showing
the Holy Spirit breathing across
deference to the weaker brothers
those printed words. Naturally our
interpretation of some passages can and sisters that are growing in their
faith and knowledge. Being too
create a bit of disagreement. Even
within the Bible, there are those that heavy, one way or the other, has
disagreed with each other, causing been a detriment to the health of the
th
st
temporary separation and strife. We church through the 20 and 21
should not be surprised that we will Centuries. Obtaining a legitimate
balance of accountable faith and
have such experiences in our
practice with Christ-like compassion
modern world some 2,000 years
later. HOWEVER, our attitudes and must be our new found goal in the
behaviors toward our fellow believ- church of this “Post-Idiotic” era.
ers should not mimic the political
The third difference is our evangelisarena of mudslinging and name
tic fervor. Darkness has truly
calling. As fellow believers that
become incredibly dark in this
genuinely are seeking the truth of
country. What once was done in
God through His Word with the
secret is boldly displayed in the
assistance of the Holy Spirit, our
daylight, and even in the church. We
kindness to others must be demonhave not seen a spiritual awakening
strated even if we strongly oppose
that has swept the nation in quite
an interpretation of Scripture from
some time. The number of people
someone within the family. Brutal
coming to faith in foreign lands is
truth may be necessary but visceral,
impossible to count, and this news
personal attacks are not.
creates a celebratory attitude
Allow me to clarify something here. among all of us as fellow, eternal,
Though some, who call themselves family members, but we truly desire
Christians, do not believe in or trust to see such an event take place
here. It can only happen if the Holy
the Bible as the authentic Word of
God, and though they are beginning Spirit of God sweeps through this
from a position of sand and not solid nation again, awakening His people
to His truths, creating a supernatural
ground, I would simply say that we
revival that draws in the lost. Unless
cannot engage in constructive diathis happens, our nation is totally
logue with them since we have no
over. We will be nothing more than
basis, nor a foundation to build
upon. Avoidance may be necessary a blip on the screen of history. This
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supernatural revival cannot be
manufactured, manipulated, or
forced by anything we do. We can
pray earnestly for it, prepare our
lives and homes for it, and seek to
join with other like-minded believers
for such an awakening, but unless
the Lord sends it, there is no hope.
Our nation will fall.
This does not alleviate our responsibility to be a witness to this generation. We are debtors. We are
debtors to both our own people and
those that are foreign. Paul said, “I
am a debtor both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to wise and to
unwise” (Romans 1:14). To put that
in modern day vernacular, I can say,
“I am a debtor to the criminals that
vandalize the streets and to the
lying politicians that make decisions
which burden my life with excess
pain and suffering.” I am in debt to
those who I do not agree with so
that I may look upon them with a
compassionate heart, an understanding heart, and a passionate
heart for their salvation. This is the
application of this difficult text in
Paul’s brilliant treatise on Christian
doctrine. He lived during a similar
era of “Post-Idiotic” as well, and
penned these words during it.
The Post-Idiotic era is still roaring
strong and shows no sign of letting
up. Our hope is built, however, on
the unchanging truths of God’s
Word and His supernatural working
through us regardless of the age,
era, landscape, or News.
Take heart, dear ones. He is STILL
on the throne!

Alan J. Morris

January 20-22, 2022
Crown Plaza Hotel, 201 Aberdeen Pkwy, Peachtree City
Last day to register is January 2, 2022
https://gabaptist.org/events/pastors-wives-retreat/
Questions: Contact Mary Cox at mcox@gabaptist.org

REGISTER AT

https://gabaptist.org/pastorwellness/
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2022 NORTH GEORGIA EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
Dates: Sunday (5:00PM - 8:00PM), March 13 and
Monday (8:00AM - 2:30PM), March 14, 2022
Location: First Baptist Cumming
Address: 1597Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040
In 2022, the Evangelism Conference has gone regional! So join us beginning at
5:00 PM on Sunday all the way through 2:30 PM on Monday. You don't won't to
miss a minute!
Note: As part of the conference there will be a Lunch and Learn available to 150
people at $10 each.
If you have questions, please contact Susan Davis at sdavis@gabaptist.org or
(770) 936-5283.
https://gbcevangelismconferences.com/
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2022 VBS Training
March 5 - Lindale
https://gabaptist.org/events/2022-vbs-training-lindale/
March 26 - McDonough
https://gabaptist.org/events/2022-vbs-training-mcdonough/
Spark imagination and kick creativity into high gear at
Spark Studios. In summer 2022, kids will learn that
God’s creativity didn’t stop in Genesis.
The Master Artist is working to redeem, reclaim, and
transform us–His creation–to the design He planned for us. Kids will see
the beautiful truth that they are God’s workmanship as they learn to use
their talents to bring glory to Him.
This VBS Training Event has been designed to train every VBS leader to
prepare for their SPARK Studios VBS. Saturday will begin with a
continental breakfast, tour of rooms, worship rally, sessions for every
age, lunch, and then two breakout sessions.

https://gabaptist.org/events/kidsministrysummit/

North Central Area Missions Team
Alan Morris - Area Missionary
Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant
Bobbie Kight - Financial Assistant
4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188
Phone: 770-384-8548 Fax: 770-384-8658
Website: www.northcentralga.org
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